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&I, FAROKAEVD I b oD fE L, M2 RO TZE L, 18D 257 0g0s TEIC
R 2 IR XTI ORI D CRA DR AL Dy HERICHI WTw 5, HEFED THhET 5 Z2id#E D “pass
away” Tld 7% <, i F (Z“pass forth” & KRB L 7B DOWHE L FEZBERL 722 a 4 Z1E, ¥V R L DIENE
PV I TARNRT A2 LT Ty ZEHENIHE LTS The Book of Tea DERZ SuT14tL., ¥
ERICLTGEVC R ETORMY DAT Yy FICiET 2 2 LT, 2—E 7RIV LIRRTE 3,

YaARAFAEC LTy NOHZELT MR, © DKEORRE, 2877 L oA 77 OMFUSEL %
E B\, The Book of Tea D¥ — + 7 — F “smile”Z{F0 7RI mpr>T2 7Y v F iz TEO R VIO
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POERLAL aDFELRGIHLUTERIGHEL 282 TCEOOELEVBHEI A5, EMEL., XEOH]
JK% 57N LT homeless ghosts”Z VW T\w7z, ¥ a A Rk, ¥, (formless/homeless) & "E UK (ghosts/
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AT A= YDAV y Famll B ARG, EEEIICEHEE & RS 2 IEBNEMCRR I N T LD
RIZB, YaARIE, 7T L ETYRNTLVADHA I N The Book of Tea DHEVIFEZ L —F 7 AT
KL, SXA—3RAF %I LT, Marilyn Frenchb$55§9 2 T, 226 T4 ~ HEEEA S 12 W81 7
Bt & LT, ZEMHALE DRI L S WA ZOMCEREL 22 L 2R L TWw 5,
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Joyce, the War of Independence, and the Military Archives
Brian Fox

‘I want’, Joyce reportedly told Frank Budgen, ‘to give a picture of Dublin so complete that if the city one day
suddenly disappeared from the earth it could be reconstructed out of my book’. The recent digitization of a number of
Irish archival records has opened up a wealth of primary source material for scholars worldwide looking to test
Joyce’s claim about rebuilding a lost Dublin from Ulysses. Yet these rich resources have remained for the most part
untapped. There is much of significance to be learned about Joyce’s Dublin from records including the National
Census reports of 1901 and 1911; the Dublin City Electoral Lists database for the years 1908-15; the NLI’s Catholic
Parish Registers; and—the particular resource I will be focusing on—the Bureau of Military History Collection,
1913-1921 (BMH), which includes some 1,773 witness statements that were collected by the State between 1947 and
1957, in order to gather primary source material for the revolutionary period in Ireland from 1913 to 1921. The
statements come from well-known figures and ordinary volunteers, and the recollections they include often concern
events before and after the 1913-1921 timeframe (this paper will concentrate on the years before 1913). The
somewhat tortured history of the gathering, preservation, and eventual release (made available online in 2012) of the
BMH collection in part reflects Civil War divisions and the politics of the 1940s/50s, and by extension evokes the
central problems concerning the commemoration and memory of this revolutionary period in Ireland.

The archives undoubtedly offer rich pickings for the eager annotator, but this paper will focus rather on
testimonies describing the wider social, political and cultural context of the period, and will discuss how this can
enrich our understanding of Joyce’s Dublin. It will focus first on those instances where Joyce himself is mentioned in
the archive. For example, Joyce is reported to have been a visitor at Cathal McGarvey’s tobacco shop, ‘An Stad’, a
popular meeting place for nationalist and cultural movements in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Using those instances as a platform, this paper will expand the focus to develop certain specific lines of connection
through the Military Archives between the history, culture and politics of Ireland circa 1898-1904 and Joyce’s works.
It will then discuss the ways in which the collective memory of the War of Independence as encoded in the archive
can be applied to Joyce’s own encoded memory of Irish history in his fiction.
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